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1% WAR 1974

HMEMORANDUM POR: Legislative Counsel

LAl

ATTENTION

SUBJECT : S. 2963 and S. 2964, Bills on Criminal

Justice Information Systens

Memorandum from Legislative Counsel, dated
8 February 1974, same subject, OLC 74-0162

ay -

ROFERENCE

1. 1In response to refereace a review of subject

-bills has becn completed. Although both bills are primarily

direeted toward criminal justice ayencies, they would
seriously impact on Office of Security operations.

T

: 3., Under Section § of the Adwinistration Dill,
5. 2864, access would be permitted o this ¢ype of informa-
tion by non-law enforcement agencies on deternination by
the Attorney General that such access is requirted for
veasons of national defense, foreipgn policy considerations
or that such access 13 exprossly provided for by statute oy
Executive Order. Should the Attornoy General zrant 2ccoess
undoer this prerogative, it appears the Administvation bill
would have minimal impact on our current investizative
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4. The subject pronosed legislation could affect
-wother activities of the Office of Security not readily
apparent at this time, As an example, information now in

investigutive files may be interproted ms cviminal
Justice information, thereby couing under the purview

of the legislation., Ths consoquent purging of existing
files, if doened necessary, would bde a monumental file-
by-£file task, Further, problems may develop from the
specific prohibition against storaze of any criminal
intelligence information in Couputer systems (3. 2963) if
and whon we wished to mechanizo files containing this
information, o ‘

5. It seems in today's envitomwent that sonz form.
of data privacy legislation will be enacted by the
Congress in the near term. Thouzh in azrcoment with #he ,
nced for legislation in this area, I feel it is necessary
that this Agency be exempted from those aspects of such
legislation that would immair our ability to meet our
responsibilities for protocting the national security,

y

45/ John F. Bla!

: Joha F. Blake
Acting Director of Security
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